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Summary: A questionnaire to understand veterinary attitudes towards prescribing antibiotics found 

veterinarians working across species were comparable in their opinions towards the Dutch policy to halve 

veterinary antibiotic consumption. Less experienced veterinarians and those working with ruminants 

reported difficulty resisting farmers' or colleagues' demands for antibiotics compared with veterinarians 

working with pigs/poultry/veal. Contrastingly, more experience was associated with being less concerned 

about the contribution of veterinarians to antimicrobial resistance, considering it more important to keep 

the right to prescribe and sell antibiotics. The main perceived reasons for non-compliance with veterinary 

advice by farmers were related to finances and time, although pig/poultry/veal veterinarians highlighted 

conflicting advice from other advisors as a cause for non-compliance. This study suggests that less 

experienced veterinarians might require support to resist pressure from farmers/colleagues. Additionally, 

experienced veterinarians could be educated about overuse of antibiotics. Alternative approaches should 

be identified for veterinarians to preserve an income from advising and to prevent contradictory advice 

being a barrier. 
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Where to find the original material:  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167587715300039; 
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