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Summary: Standardized statistics are necessary for international comparison of usage, monitoring of 

national drug usage and for comparative studies of drug use. The defined animal daily dose is a better 

measure than the weight of active compound, but interpretation of trends in drug consumption also 

should include current knowledge of changes in the prescribed daily doses. To enable direct comparison 

of usage, the number of animals in the target population should be used as a baseline. Depending on the 

scope, information on number of animals may be obtained from different sources (such as animal-

production data, existing registers or direct contact with the individual farmers).  Application of 

standardized statistics will improve the basis for research and the ability to respond to problems of 

antimicrobial resistance in a targeted way and to evaluate the effect of informative or regulative 

measures taken to ensure prudent use. 
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