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A survey was carried out among 46 dairy sheep farmers to better understand measures put in place in the 

event of pathologies in young lambs, both in terms of antibiotic use and preventive actions. When asked 

about their practices regarding the use of antibiotics in lambs, the farmers expressed the importance they 

attach to the feeding and housing conditions of animals in order to prevent health problems. The use of 

antibiotics remains punctual and reasoned. The most common farming practices used to reduce the use of 

antibiotics in lambs on the surveyed farms are : • A balanced diet, including mineral feed, throughout 

gestation and preparation for lambing, • The lambing hutting, the creation of the mother-younger bond 

and the assurance of an important and fast colostrum intake, • Homogeneous batches of lambs in terms of 

age and weight, • Good environmental conditions in the building and sufficient litter.
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