398 Research paper

Technological tools for infection detection: Case studies with the
Q SOMO respiratory distress monitor in Belgian pig farms

by Cui, Z.Y., Buyens, W., Berckmans, D., De Volder, 1., Degezelle, I.,

[ ]
d l S G r m 2019 Precision Livestock Farming 2019: Papers Presented at the 9th Euroj

n In Significant Impact Groups:
c Precision Livestock Farming & Early detection \ Sensor technology

A L . .
“ibiotic Resistance manage™®” Species targeted: Pigs;
Age: Not stated;

ge\‘“.‘ nating Innovative sg ’”tions
& X
0\

Summary:

In a demonstration project in Flanders (Belgium), the SOMO Respiratory Distress Monitor of SoundTalks,
was installed in 10 commercial fattening pig houses showing an automatic alarm when respiratory
problems occurred. The warnings of the SOMO-system were analysed against the observations of the
farmer. In most cases (74%) the alert situation was confirmed by the farmers inspection, and in 17% of
the cases farmers started a medical treatment based on the alerts. At the time of the alert the number of
sick animals was still low and the behaviour (activity, feed intake) of the animals still normal in most cases
(86%). It was confirmed by the farmers that the use of the SOMO system helped to reduce the amount of
medication, because treatments were done in an early stage of infection.
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