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Dairy cattle often become ill after calving. This article is about models designed to

predict which cows are likely to become ill based upon measures of the cows’ feeding and competitive

behaviors before calving. The models had high sensitivity (73–71%), specificity (80–84%), positive

predictive values (73–77%), and negative predictive values (80–80%) for both cows that had previously

calved and for those calving for the first time. So they concluded that behaviors at the feed bunk before

calving can predict cows at risk of becoming sick in the weeks after calving.
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