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This study aimed to investigate the impact of

welfare standards and biosecurity on AMU in beef cattle. Data on performance traits and AMU were

collected over a 3.5 year time from 27 specialised beef farms and a treatment incidence was calculated

using the defined daily dose for animals. An on-farm assessment was carried out. The highest average 

score was obtained for the welfare section (76%) followed by

emergency management (39%) and biosecurity (24%). This suggests that major focus on strategies for

the implementation of biosecurity measures and emergency management is needed, due to the low

scores reported. A statistically significant lower AMU was observed with improved level of welfare.

These results may be helpful for farm benchmarking and highlight the importance of improved animal

welfare for an efficient antimicrobial stewardship
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