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The participatory support approach applied to biosecurity in poultry farming :Teaching of an "initial 

diagnosis" step

A reinforcement of legislation occurred recently to allow an overall increase in the sanitary control of the 

French poultry sector.

The poultry keepers have to apply strictly biosecurity measures, but difficulties in compliance persist. 

Now, the prescriptive and/or regulatory approach seems to have certain limitations. The project PartAge 

aims to test an alternative approach using participatory methods. This project is articulated in three 

phases: "initial diagnosis", "progression", "assessment". Each phase is composed of two steps: qualitative 

individual interviews and a participatory meeting. The results of the interviews in the first step, indicate 

that most of farmers perceive biosecurity measures as a professional standard, although the term 

"biosecurity" may have negative connotations for some. Nevertheless, some farmers tends do relativize 

the effectiveness of certain kind of measures. The participatory meetings seem interesting to mobilize in 

order to remove certain technical and practical obstacles,

or to change negative attitudes, by promoting the transfer of knowledge s , the sharing of experience and 

opinions between peers or with other actors in the sector. An overall qualitative evaluation of the impact 

of this approach will be conducted at the end of the project.
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